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Dear PSFC Executives and Steering Committee Members:
 
Please find attached the meeting notes from our recent Executive meeting.  Let us know if we need
 to make corrections.  I am also attaching the most recent PSFC Contact information.  If there are
 changes in personnel please let us know so we can update our list.
 
Thanks,
Jo
 
Jo Henszey (formerly Henry)
Governmental Liaison
Washington Operations Office
USEPA, Region 10
360-753-9469
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PSFC Executive Committee Meeting

6.13.13, 10am-12pm

US Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle

Draft Meeting Notes

In attendance:

Via phone: Jay Davis, USFWS; Rick Cook, BIA; Sherre Copeland and Robin Slate, NRCS; Renee Wallis, Navy; Paul Steucke, JBLM

In person: Tom Eaton, Rick Parkin and Carrie Byron, EPA; Olton Swanson and Lori Morris, Corps; Elizabeth Babcock, NOAA; Jennifer Eberlien and Amy Lieb, USFS; Mark Riebau, FEMA; Tom McDowell, USFWS; Frank Shipley, USGS



· Tom introduced Rick Parkin, who will be taking on a new role of leading Puget Sound issues for EPA. As such he will be the new Executive Committee member and lead for the Puget Sound Federal Caucus. Carrie Byron will be taking over the Steering Committee and coordination work that Jo Henszey has been doing.



· Olton Swanson welcomed the committee to the new US Army Corps of Engineers Building and explained a bit about the process of getting it built and some of the features of the building itself. It is certified LEED gold and is considered a “smart” building, meaning the systems will adapt to the different ways staff use the facility.



· Rick provided a summary of the Deputies meeting that had concluded 30 minutes prior to this meeting’s start time. Tom and Elizabeth provided additional detail as they were on the call as well. Following is a brief summary of that meeting:

· Bob Perciasepe, EPA’s Acting Administrator, opened the meeting , stressing the significance of the legal burden and responsibilities that the federal government faces in light of the TRAR initiative.

· He gave some background information and underscored the importance of getting new commitments to advance salmon recovery in the region, as we may face legal action if we don’t act. He wanted a recommitment from national programs to respond to TRAR, and discussed the culvert case as an example of the type of legal action we could face. 

· He also raised the idea of creating an inventory of federal facilities to ensure that we were addressing resource concerns presented by our own assets, and of creating a process for elevating issues to DC when the region is not able to achieve results at that level. 

· Will and Dennis characterized the meeting with Governor Inslee as negative. The state feels that the federal government is putting undue pressure on them while not doing enough themselves. 

· A letter was recently sent from a number of agricultural producers groups to Washington’s congressional delegation unhappy with the federal governments conditioning of funds on the NOAA buffer table. Bob Turner from NOAA stressed that the response to that letter needs to mention TRAR.

·  Several specific issues came up, including nationwide permits, the use of highest astronomical tide as a measure for Corps jurisdiction. 

· Bob P. suggested that the group should meet more often, perhaps quarterly.

· Senator Cantwell met with Dennis and suggested she is considering holding hearings in the region on this issue

· We need to get our communications teams on board with communicating what our successes have been



· The group moved on to discussing the requested inventory of federal facilities and thought it fit in nicely with the first strategy under our new “path forward,” that of setting the example on federal lands.

· USFS has an inventory of culverts though it is not totally complete.

· Unclear whether the Parks Service has an inventory or not

· JBLM has an inventory

· Amy Lieb is leading up this effort and has a list of participating agencies

· Developing this list might provide support for future funding requests

· A full and complete inventory will take time and funding. Jennifer Eberlien mentioned that due to sequestration they are cutting part time crews and wouldn’t be able to do that this summer. They might be able to work with partners to get the work done in the future.

· Amy thought that she could have a draft inventory (though it won’t be comprehensive since it will use existing data) done by the end of July. Then the subgroup can work on prioritization.

· NRCS has a list of barriers on private land but it was decided to limit this to federal lands and infrastructure

· FHWA and the Corps will be added to the original list 

· Rick thought that the collaborative effort between the state and tribes on habitat inventory could be a model for this.

· The group discussed the “restoration” strategy

· Sherre mentioned the letter that ag producers sent to congress and said that we need to clarify errors and work together on implementation

· Mark mentioned the need to reconcile different buffer recommendations for different situations. We need to articulate why there are different recommendations.

· Tom thought we first needed to look at what salmon need, then on implementation.

· Jay mentioned that he attended the tribal habitat conference where Billy Frank Jr. gave the keynote address and was very blunt about legal action being an option (though he indicated it was not preferred since it takes so long). He was pleased with the action around culverts but said that the main problem is we destroy habitat faster than we restore and preserve it. 

· The group discussed the importance of clarifying that the science between buffer recommendations isn’t different, and there really isn’t any scientific reason for a few feet of difference in a buffer. But this needs to be acknowledged and clarified.

· Sherre mentioned it would be great to have a CREP like program for agriculture. 

· Elizabeth will check in with Jen Steger who is leading the workgroup but thinks she can have a draft by the end of July also.

· Lastly we moved to the “regulation” category.

· This group will be comprised of EPA, Corps, NOAA, and FEMA

· It will focus on shoreline armoring

· They can build on the work the Salmon Recovery Council’s regulatory subcommittee who is also working on addressing regulatory gaps and inefficiencies.

· We will need to examine the Corps’ permitting scheme – what impact is it actually having

· We also need to examine the HAT issue. Muffy Walker from the Corps is working on examining what impacts this change would have on staff, training, and technical needs.

· The group had a brief discussion of the Corps’ permitting regime, the difference between nationwide and individual permits, and the incorporation of mitigation sequencing

· We can use Randy Carman from WDFW’s data on armoring.

· Agreed to try to articulate federal role in habitat loss and identify issues to tee up for elevation by the end of July.

· The group had a brief discussion of the response being prepared to the NWIFC’s 5/13/13 letter giving federal agencies a “report card” on how they were doing on specific TRAR actions.

· Tom wanted us to focus on what tribes want us to focus on

· Need to focus on reporting success stories

· Need to examine commitments and find synergies. 

· We will remove the reference to reporting on the whole matrix to CEQ to give more flexibility as we move forward.

· There is a concern if we ask for more resources where these will come from.
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		AGENCY		NAME		EMAIL		PHONE NUMBER

		Environmental Protection Agency - Chair

		Principal		Dennis McLerran		mclerran.dennis@epa.gov		206-553-1234

		Executive Office Mgr		Mathew Magorrian		magorrian.matthew@epa.gov		206-553-6284

		Executive		Tom Eaton		eaton.thomas@epa.gov		360-753-8086

		Management Analyst		Alison Burke		burke.alison@epa.gov		360-753-8185

		Secretary		Elinore Lorenzana		lorenzana.elinore@epa.gov		360-753-9080

		Executive Backup		Linda Anderson-Carnahan		anderson-carnahan.linda@epa.gov 		206-553-2601

		Steering Committee		Jo Henszey (formerly Henry)		henszey.jo@epa.gov		360-753-9469

		CEQ Habitat Workgroup		Carrie Byron		byron.carrie@epa.gov		206-553-1760



		Bureau of Indian Affairs - NW Regional Office

		Principal		Stanley Speaks		stanley.speaks@bia.gov		503-231-6702

		Executive Assistant		Linda Brisbane		linda.brisbane@bia.gov		503-231-6702

		Executive		Scott Aikin		scott.aikin@bia.gov		503-231-6702

		Executive Backup		Rick Cook		richard.cook@bia.gov		503-872-2878

		Steering Committee		Rick Cook		richard.cook@bia.gov		503-872-2878



		Federal Highway Administration

		Principal		Daniel M. Mathis		Daniel.Mathis@dot.gov		360-753-9413

		Executive Office Mgr		Teri Goodwillie		Teri.Goodwillie@dot.gov		360-753-9413

		Executive		Daniel M. Mathis		Daniel.Mathis@dot.gov		360-753-9413

		Executive Backup		Sharon Love		sharon.love@dot.gov		360-753-9558

		Steering Committee		Sharon Love		sharon.love@dot.gov		360-753-9558





		Federal Transit Administration - Region 10

		Principal		Rick Krochalis		rick.krochalis@dot.gov		206-220-7957

		Executive Assistant		Debbie Ensor		deborah.Ensor@dot.gov		206-220-7950

		Executive		Rick Krochalis		rick.krochalis@dot.gov		206-220-7957

		Executive Backup		Ken Feldman		kenneth.feldman@dot.gov		206-220-7521

		Steering Committee 		Amy Changchien		amy.changchien@dot.gov



		Federal Emergency Management Agency

		Principal		Kenneth Murphy		Kenneth.Murphy@fema.dhs.gov		425-487-4604

		Administrative Assistant		Cecilia Hicks (Cissy)		Cecilia.Hicks@fema.dhs.gov		425-487-4604

		Executive		Mark Carey		mark.carey@fema.dhs.gov		425-487-4682



		Executive Backup		Mark Riebau		mark.riebau@fema.dhs.gov		425-487-4691

		Steering Committee		Mark Riebau		Mark.Riebau@fema.dhs.gov 		425-487-4691



		National Park Service

		Principal		Palmer "Chip" Jenkins		chip_jenkins@nps.gov		206-220-4020

		Executive Assistant		Doug Houck		douglas_p_houck@nps.gov		206-220-4012

		Executive		Chip Jenkins 		chip_jenkins@nps.gov		206-220-4020

		Executive Backup		Laurie Lee Jenkins		Laurie_Lee_Jenkins@nps.gov		360-854-7206

		Steering Committee		Laurie Lee Jenkins		Laurie_Lee_Jenkins@nps.gov		360-854-7206









		Natural Resources Conservation Service

		Principal		Roylene Rides at the Door		roylene.rides-at-the-door@wa.usda.gov		509-323-2901

		Executive Assistant		Kathy Randazzo		Kathy.randazzo@wa.usda.gov

		Executive		Roylene Rides at the Door		roylene.rides-at-the-door@wa.usda.gov		509-323-2901

		Executive Backup		Sherre Copeland		sherre.copeland@wa.usda.gov		509-323-2911

		Steering Committee		Sherre Copeland		sherre.copeland@wa.usda.gov		509-323-2911

		Steering Committee		Robin Slate		robin.slate@wa.usda.gov

		Steering Committee		Rick Noble		Rick.noble@wa.usda.gov		360-704-7782



		Navy Region Northwest

		Principal		Albert Verhofstadt		albert.verhofstadt@navy.mil		360-315-5100

		Executive Assistant		Kirsten Krumvieda		kirsten.krumvieda@navy.mil		360-315-5000

		Executive		Renee Wallis		renee.wallis@navy.mil		360-315-5400

		Executive Assistant		Andrew Pearson		Andrew.pearson1@navy.mil		360-315-5401

		Executive Backup		Clark Pitchford		clark.pitchford@navy.mil		360-315-5440

		Steering Committee		Clark Pitchford		clark.pitchford@navy.mil		360-315-5440

		CEQ Habitat Workgroup		Renee Wallis		renee.wallis@navy.mil		360-315-5400



		NOAA Fisheries - NW Regional Office

		Principal		Will Stelle		will.stelle@noaa.gov		206-526-6150

		Executive Assistant		Joan Langhan s		joan.r.langhans@noaa.gov		206-526-4530

		Executive		Elizabeth Babcock		elizabeth.babcock@noaa.gov		206-526-4505

		Executive Backup		Donna Darm		donna.darm@noaa.gov		206-526-4489

		Steering Committee		Elizabeth Babcock		elizabeth.babcock@noaa.gov		206-526-4505



		NOAA Fisheries - NW Science Center

		Principal		John Stein		John.E.Stein@noaa.gov		206-860-6795

		Executive Assistant		Christine Holt		christine.holt@noaa.gov		206-860-6795

		Executive		Mark Strom		Mark.Strom@noaa.gov		206-860-3377

		Executive Backup		Tom Hom		Tom.Hom@noaa.gov		206-860-3337

		Steering Committee		Correigh Greene		Correigh.Greene@noaa.gov		206-860-5611



		U.S. Army - Joint Base Lewis McChord

		Principal		COL Hodges		Horace.c.hodges.mil@mail.mil		253-477-1005

		Executive Assistant		Elizabeth Vanek		elizabeth.c.vanek.civ@mail.mil		253-477-1005

		Executive		Paul T. Steucke, Jr.		paul.t.steucke.civ@mail.mil		253-966-1760

		Executive Assistant		Laura Elliott		laura.j.elliott.civ@mail.mil		253-967-5337

		Executive Backup		 				 

		Steering Committee		David Clouse		david.c.clouse.civ@mail.mil		253-967-3474



		U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

		Principal		Colonel Bruce Estok		bruce.estok@usace.army.mil		206-764-3690

		Executive Assistant		Paula Taylor		paula.a.taylor@usace.army.mil

		Executive		Olton Swanson		olton.swanson@usace.army.mil		206-764-3692

		Executive Backup 		Evan Lewis		evan.r.lewis@usace.army.mil		206-764-6922

		Executive Backup #2		Jessica Winkler		jessica.g.winkler@usace.army.mil		206-764-3462

		Steering Committee/Tribal Liaison		Lori Morris		frances.morris@usace.army.mil		206-764-3625







		U.S. Coast Guard

		Principal		RDML Keith Taylor		Keith.A.Taylor@uscg.mil

		Executive Assistant		Patricia Williams		patricia.m.williams1@uscg.mil		206-217-6203

		Executive		LCDR Lance Lindgren		Lance.E.Lindgren@uscg.mil		206-217-6214

		Executive Backup		CDR Mike Schoonover		Michael.L.Schoonover@uscg.mil		206-217-6126

		Steering Committee		LCDR Lance Lindgren		Lance.E.Lindgren@uscg.mil		206-217-6214

		Steering Committee Backup		Andrew Connor		Andrew.W.Connor@uscg.mil		206-220-7235



		U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

		Principal		Robyn Thorson		Robyn_Thorson@fws.gov		503-231-6118

		Executive Assistant		Shirley Gillum		shirley_gillum@fws.gov		503-231-6119

		Executive		Ken Berg		Ken_Berg@fws.gov		360-753-6039

		Executive Assistant		Kandi Mejia		Kandi_mejia@fws.gov		360-753-4065

		Executive Backup		Tom McDowell		Tom_McDowell@fws.gov 		360-753-9426

		Steering Committee		Jay Davis		Jay_Davis@fws.gov		360-753-9568

		Steering Committee (secondary)		Tom McDowell		Tom_McDowell@fws.gov 		360-753-9426

		U.S. Forest Service

		Principal		Becky Heath		blheath@fs.fed.us		503-808-2202

		Executive Assistant		Will Low		wlow@fs.fed.us		503-808-2213

		Executive		Jennifer Eberlien		jeberlien02@fs.fed.us		424-783-6010

		Executive Assistant		Susan Hada		shada@fs.fed.us		425-783-6012

		Executive Backup		Reta Laford		rlaford@fs.fed.us		360-956-2301

		Executive Assistant		Grace Haight		gahaight@fs.fed.us		360-956-2302

		Steering Committee		Amy Lieb		alieb@fs.fed.us		425-783-6032

		Steering Committee (secondary)		Linda Ulmer		lulmer@fs.fed.us		503-808-2929

		U.S. Geological Service -  NW Area Office

		Principal		Max Ethridge		methridge@usgs.gov		206-220-4600

		Assistant to the NW Regional Director		Angela Freeman		aefreeman@usgs.gov		206-220-4600

		Executive		Frank Shipley (acting)		Frank_Shipley@usgs.gov		206-220-4600

		Executive Backup		Bill Labiosa		blabiosa@usgs.gov 		206-220-4563

		Steering Committee		Bill Labiosa		blabiosa@usgs.gov 		206-220-4563

		Tribal Liaison		Lief Horwitz		lief_horwitz@usgs.gov		206-220-4616

		Farm Services Agency

		Farm Services Agency		Judy Olson		judy.olson@wa.usda.gov		509-323-3001
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PSFC Executive Committee Meeting 
6.13.13, 10am-12pm 

US Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle 
Draft Meeting Notes 

In attendance: 
Via phone: Jay Davis, USFWS; Rick Cook, BIA; Sherre Copeland and Robin Slate, NRCS; Renee Wallis, 
Navy; Paul Steucke, JBLM 
In person: Tom Eaton, Rick Parkin and Carrie Byron, EPA; Olton Swanson and Lori Morris, Corps; 
Elizabeth Babcock, NOAA; Jennifer Eberlien and Amy Lieb, USFS; Mark Riebau, FEMA; Tom McDowell, 
USFWS; Frank Shipley, USGS 
 

 Tom introduced Rick Parkin, who will be taking on a new role of leading Puget Sound issues for EPA. 
As such he will be the new Executive Committee member and lead for the Puget Sound Federal 
Caucus. Carrie Byron will be taking over the Steering Committee and coordination work that Jo 
Henszey has been doing. 

 

 Olton Swanson welcomed the committee to the new US Army Corps of Engineers Building and 
explained a bit about the process of getting it built and some of the features of the building itself. It 
is certified LEED gold and is considered a “smart” building, meaning the systems will adapt to the 
different ways staff use the facility. 

 

 Rick provided a summary of the Deputies meeting that had concluded 30 minutes prior to this 
meeting’s start time. Tom and Elizabeth provided additional detail as they were on the call as well. 
Following is a brief summary of that meeting: 

o Bob Perciasepe, EPA’s Acting Administrator, opened the meeting , stressing the 
significance of the legal burden and responsibilities that the federal government faces in 
light of the TRAR initiative. 

o He gave some background information and underscored the importance of getting new 
commitments to advance salmon recovery in the region, as we may face legal action if 
we don’t act. He wanted a recommitment from national programs to respond to TRAR, 
and discussed the culvert case as an example of the type of legal action we could face.  

o He also raised the idea of creating an inventory of federal facilities to ensure that we 
were addressing resource concerns presented by our own assets, and of creating a 
process for elevating issues to DC when the region is not able to achieve results at that 
level.  

o Will and Dennis characterized the meeting with Governor Inslee as negative. The state 
feels that the federal government is putting undue pressure on them while not doing 
enough themselves.  

o A letter was recently sent from a number of agricultural producers groups to 
Washington’s congressional delegation unhappy with the federal governments 
conditioning of funds on the NOAA buffer table. Bob Turner from NOAA stressed that 
the response to that letter needs to mention TRAR. 

o  Several specific issues came up, including nationwide permits, the use of highest 
astronomical tide as a measure for Corps jurisdiction.  

o Bob P. suggested that the group should meet more often, perhaps quarterly. 
o Senator Cantwell met with Dennis and suggested she is considering holding hearings in 

the region on this issue 
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o We need to get our communications teams on board with communicating what our 
successes have been 

 

 The group moved on to discussing the requested inventory of federal facilities and thought it fit in 
nicely with the first strategy under our new “path forward,” that of setting the example on federal 
lands. 

o USFS has an inventory of culverts though it is not totally complete. 
o Unclear whether the Parks Service has an inventory or not 
o JBLM has an inventory 
o Amy Lieb is leading up this effort and has a list of participating agencies 
o Developing this list might provide support for future funding requests 
o A full and complete inventory will take time and funding. Jennifer Eberlien mentioned 

that due to sequestration they are cutting part time crews and wouldn’t be able to do 
that this summer. They might be able to work with partners to get the work done in the 
future. 

o Amy thought that she could have a draft inventory (though it won’t be comprehensive 
since it will use existing data) done by the end of July. Then the subgroup can work on 
prioritization. 

o NRCS has a list of barriers on private land but it was decided to limit this to federal lands 
and infrastructure 

o FHWA and the Corps will be added to the original list  
o Rick thought that the collaborative effort between the state and tribes on habitat 

inventory could be a model for this. 

 The group discussed the “restoration” strategy 
o Sherre mentioned the letter that ag producers sent to congress and said that we need 

to clarify errors and work together on implementation 
o Mark mentioned the need to reconcile different buffer recommendations for different 

situations. We need to articulate why there are different recommendations. 
o Tom thought we first needed to look at what salmon need, then on implementation. 
o Jay mentioned that he attended the tribal habitat conference where Billy Frank Jr. gave 

the keynote address and was very blunt about legal action being an option (though he 
indicated it was not preferred since it takes so long). He was pleased with the action 
around culverts but said that the main problem is we destroy habitat faster than we 
restore and preserve it.  

o The group discussed the importance of clarifying that the science between buffer 
recommendations isn’t different, and there really isn’t any scientific reason for a few 
feet of difference in a buffer. But this needs to be acknowledged and clarified. 

o Sherre mentioned it would be great to have a CREP like program for agriculture.  
o Elizabeth will check in with Jen Steger who is leading the workgroup but thinks she can 

have a draft by the end of July also. 

 Lastly we moved to the “regulation” category. 
o This group will be comprised of EPA, Corps, NOAA, and FEMA 
o It will focus on shoreline armoring 
o They can build on the work the Salmon Recovery Council’s regulatory subcommittee 

who is also working on addressing regulatory gaps and inefficiencies. 
o We will need to examine the Corps’ permitting scheme – what impact is it actually 

having 



3 
 

o We also need to examine the HAT issue. Muffy Walker from the Corps is working on 
examining what impacts this change would have on staff, training, and technical needs. 

o The group had a brief discussion of the Corps’ permitting regime, the difference 
between nationwide and individual permits, and the incorporation of mitigation 
sequencing 

o We can use Randy Carman from WDFW’s data on armoring. 
o Agreed to try to articulate federal role in habitat loss and identify issues to tee up for 

elevation by the end of July. 

 The group had a brief discussion of the response being prepared to the NWIFC’s 5/13/13 letter 
giving federal agencies a “report card” on how they were doing on specific TRAR actions. 

o Tom wanted us to focus on what tribes want us to focus on 
o Need to focus on reporting success stories 
o Need to examine commitments and find synergies.  
o We will remove the reference to reporting on the whole matrix to CEQ to give more 

flexibility as we move forward. 
o There is a concern if we ask for more resources where these will come from. 
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